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Introduction  

It is problematic to talk about the numbers of disabled people in Cornwall. There is 
no one, consistent way of measuring ‘disability’ across the various agencies who 
wish to measure it. Here we collect some of the figures issued by the various 
agencies which can individually give reliable information on specific disability issues. 
There is no way of combining these figures to give a reliable ‘total’ figure in relation 
to the numbers of disabled people in Cornwall. 

Each way of measuring figures relating to long-term illness or disability has its own 
set of problems in relation to data reliability/validity. In general these problems are 
associated with the range of eligibility criteria, which are in no way static but in a 
constant state of change and flux. These are outlined briefly in each circumstance 
below. 

2011 Census data1 

The reliability problems of Census data relate to the fact that the data are self-
disclosed. Some people may elect to declare an underlying health condition or 
disability, while others may not.  

In the 2011 Census the total population of Cornwall was 532,273. There are 109,731 
people in Cornwall aged 65 and over which represents 20.62% of the total 
population. 

Of the total population, 53,166 people self-reported their day to day activities were 
limited ‘a lot’, and 60,549 said their day to day activities were ‘limited a little’ by a 
long term health problem or disability. The total figure for limited a little or a lot is 
therefore 113,715 people, or 21.36% of the total population. This is more than 
double the national figure of 10% of the population.  

 

FACT – Cornwall’s population of people with a long-term limiting illness or 
disability is more than twice the national average. 

FACT - There are more people in Cornwall with a limiting long-term condition 
or disability than there are people aged over 65. 

 

The figures in relation to people aged 16 to 64 are as follows –  

People limited a lot for reasons of health or disability = 22,002 

People limited a little for reasons of health or disability = 27,627 

The total figure for people aged 16 – 64 is therefore 49,629 people with a limiting 
health condition or disability. This represents c.43.6% of the total figure of people in 
Cornwall with a long-term limiting health condition or disability. 

                                            
1
 From Table KS301EW here - 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=census%20disability%20statistics%20table%20ks301ew&s
ource=web&cd=1&ved=0CDIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fons%2Frel%2Fcensu
s%2F2011-census%2Fkey-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales%2Frft-table-
ks301ew.xls&ei=GbTmULX6Hqm70QW1i4CwCQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLbMIHZuyTHeZ3hW31cKZoMhOz
g  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=census%20disability%20statistics%20table%20ks301ew&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fons%2Frel%2Fcensus%2F2011-census%2Fkey-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales%2Frft-table-ks301ew.xls&ei=GbTmULX6Hqm70QW1i4CwCQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLbMIHZuyTHeZ3hW31cKZoMhOzg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=census%20disability%20statistics%20table%20ks301ew&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fons%2Frel%2Fcensus%2F2011-census%2Fkey-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales%2Frft-table-ks301ew.xls&ei=GbTmULX6Hqm70QW1i4CwCQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLbMIHZuyTHeZ3hW31cKZoMhOzg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=census%20disability%20statistics%20table%20ks301ew&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fons%2Frel%2Fcensus%2F2011-census%2Fkey-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales%2Frft-table-ks301ew.xls&ei=GbTmULX6Hqm70QW1i4CwCQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLbMIHZuyTHeZ3hW31cKZoMhOzg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=census%20disability%20statistics%20table%20ks301ew&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fons%2Frel%2Fcensus%2F2011-census%2Fkey-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales%2Frft-table-ks301ew.xls&ei=GbTmULX6Hqm70QW1i4CwCQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLbMIHZuyTHeZ3hW31cKZoMhOzg
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=census%20disability%20statistics%20table%20ks301ew&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CDIQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ons.gov.uk%2Fons%2Frel%2Fcensus%2F2011-census%2Fkey-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales%2Frft-table-ks301ew.xls&ei=GbTmULX6Hqm70QW1i4CwCQ&usg=AFQjCNGsLbMIHZuyTHeZ3hW31cKZoMhOzg
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FACT – c.43.64% of the total figure of people in Cornwall with a long-term 
limiting health condition or disability are aged under 65. 

 

This means that c.56.36% of people with a long-term limiting illness or disability in 
Cornwall are aged 65 and over (64,086 people in total). 

277,462 people aged 16-64 do not report having any limiting long term illness or 
disability. Therefore 15.17% of 16-64 year olds living in Cornwall report having a long 
term health condition or disability that affects their day to day activities. 

Care  

469,081 of the population do not provide unpaid care. However of those who do –  

- 39,052 provide 1 to 19 hours of unpaid care per week, 
- 8,284 provide 20 to 49 hours of unpaid care per week, and 
- 15,856 provide 50 or more hours of unpaid care per week. 

This means that 63,192 people provide some level of unpaid care per week, or 
11.87% of the total population of Cornwall.  

Welfare data2 

Welfare data relies entirely on an individual’s eligibility for specific benefits. The 
eligibility criteria are currently going through significant changes, so it is likely the 
figures listed here will change over the coming twelve months, probably following a 
downward trend, as the financial situation becomes ever more difficult. 

The number of people receiving Disability Living Allowance (DLA) in September 
2012 was 31, 820. 

 

FACT - This figure represents almost 28% of the 2011 Census figure (113,715) 
of people who have declared themselves as having a long-term limiting illness 

or disability. 

 

Eligibility for DLA is dependent on an individual’s Mobility or Care needs. If an 
individual is assessed as having low, moderate or high care or mobility needs they 
can receive different levels of benefit. However there are many disabled people, or 
people with a long-term limiting health condition, who have no mobility or care 
needs, and are therefore not included in this figure.  

The number of people receiving Employer Support Allowance (including Incapacity 
Benefit and Severe Disability Allowance) in September 2012  was 23,430 people. 
This benefit is only for people of working age who are deemed as looking for 
employment. 

 

                                            
2
 Welfare reform figures at a glance September 2012, Cornwall Council 



 

Page 4 of 5 
 

FACT – This represents 20.6% of the Census figure (113,715) of people with a  
long-term limiting illness or disability 

 

The number of people receiving Carer’s Allowance in September 2012 was 5,560 
people. 

 

FACT – This represents only 8.8% of the people from the 2011 Census who 
reveal they undertake some level of weekly caring responsibilities. 

 

Cornwall Department of Adult Care and Support (DACS) data3 

In 2005/6, 8,720 people under 64 received care from DACS. In 2010/11 this figure 
had reduced to 3,915 people. This reduction is largely due to the Local Authority 
changing their eligibility criteria to exclude people with Low or Moderate Care Needs. 
Even though the eligibility criteria for DACS has become more difficult, there is no 
evidence to suggest the numbers of people who previously received services from 
DACS has decreased.  

 

FACT – Only 7.89% of the 2011 Census figures for the total number of people 
aged under 65 with a long-term limiting illness or disability (49,629) receive 

services from DACS 

Of the total number of people in Cornwall aged 65 or over with a long-term illness or 
disability (64,086 people in total) 10,635 receive services from DACS. This 
represents 16.6% of this population. 

Of the total number of people in Cornwall aged under 65 with a long-term illness or 
disability (49,629 people in total) 3,915 receive services from DACS. This represents 
7.89% of this population. 

At the same time that there has been a halving of the numbers of people aged under 
65 receiving care from the Local Authority over the past five years (from 8,720 
people to 3,915 people), the budget expenditure has now increased from 
£49,703,000 in 2005/6 to over £83 million in 2010/11 for this age group. This is the 
first time the expenditure for people aged under 64 has exceeded expenditure for 
people aged over 64.  

Conclusions 

It is clearly difficult to arrive at a single figure in relation to the number of people in 
Cornwall who have a long-term limiting illness or disability. It seems fair to say that 
the actual and percentage figures for Cornwall are higher than the national average. 

It is also not easy to draw comparisons between the figures used by different 
agencies as the eligibility criteria may vary.  

                                            
3
 From the National Adult Social Care Information Service database - https://nascis.ic.nhs.uk/  

 

https://nascis.ic.nhs.uk/
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There will be many people who are not included in any of the data outlined above, 
and whose needs may therefore remain unaddressed and unmet.  


